
SCP PROTOCOL OR PROCEDURES RELATING TO PREGNANT STUDENTS IN LABORATORIES  
 
• Before starting to work with an unfamiliar substance, ALL students are advised to spend some 

time reading about the substance’s properties. A good place to look would be Aldrich’s 
material Safety Data Sheets, which contain a wealth of information about hazardous 
chemicals and how to handle them. 

 
• Pregnant students (or those planning a pregnancy) are advised that they should take all 

necessary precautions when working with, or being exposed to chemicals.  
 
• They are advised that unnecessary chemical exposure is undesirable during this phase. It is 

important therefore, that before starting a project involving chemicals, they should consult 
their medical practitioner and project supervisor. 

 
• The student and his/her supervisor should carry out a risk assessment of the project so that 

dangers associated with chemicals that will be used are established and mitigated against.  
 
• It is the student’s responsibility to inform his/her supervisor of their pregnancy, so all necessary 

precautions can be put in place for their safety. 
 
• Their supervisor will assist, guide and advise on project modification that may be possible to 

reduce exposure etc. 
 
• It is vitally important that when working with any chemicals, the pregnant student consults 

the “safety data sheets” for information on effects on pregnancy and precautions that they 
can take. 

 
• Safety data sheets are often referred to as MSDS (material safety data sheet). These are 

obtainable from the suppliers of chemicals, or can be sourced from the internet. 
 
NB: Pregnant students are especially cautioned that exposure to certain chemicals can cause 
serious complications in their pregnancy and it is therefore important that they consult and get 
advice from their medical practitioner.  It has been found that there are periods during 
pregnancy that mother and child are most vulnerable or sensitive to harmful chemical exposure. 
 
EXPOSURE TO RADIOACTIVE SOURCES/MATERIALS 
 
• Students are advised that there are two types of radioactive materials within the School (i) 

sealed sources; and (ii) chemical salts and compounds housed in a designated cupboard in 
the main chemical stores. 

 
• Students are instructed to ensure that they are familiar with rules and regulations governing 

the safe use, storage and handling of radioactive material (relevant documentation is 
uploaded onto the School’s SharePoint site for ease of access).  

 
• The student’s supervisor is responsible for advice and training in the safe use of sources and 

materials in experiments and research. 
 
• Students are alerted to important emergency contact numbers relating to radiation control. 
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